
Alternative Assignment – Species Accounts 
Due:  At the start of class on the same day as the species quiz 
 

Overview 

You will develop a more in-depth understanding of several species of your choice by creating one-page species accounts.  
We recommend that you follow the steps below:  
 
1) Start by creating a species account template that will contain the information you find.  You can create this template 

on the computer or by hand, and the format can be as creative as you want as long as you have the required 
information.  See the checklist on the next page, and the example template on p. 3.  After you make your template, 
create identical copies – you may do this by hand, by copy machine, or by printing multiple drafts (if you used the 
computer to make your template), just make sure each page uses the same format.  

 
2) Next, select the species you’d like to learn more about.  You may choose any species you’d like, as long as they are 

present in Vermont for at least part of the year.   If you’re not sure which to choose, we have included some potential 
“focal species” below.    

 
3) Use field guides, books, and/or internet resources to learn more about your species.  Create a single-sided, one-page 

species account for each of your organisms.  While the template can be computer generated, all information should 
be hand-written and hand-drawn.  Information should be cited parenthetically in APA format, and a references list 
should be included at the end (as a separate, final page).1  All pages should be neatly stapled, with your name in the 
top right corner on the first page.2   

 
Quantity 

Because each subsequent species quiz includes additional species, more work is required to create an equivalent set of 
species account.  Here’s how many you need:  

Species Quiz #1 (Jan 24) – 3 species 
Species Quiz #2 (Feb 21) – 4 species 
Species Quiz #3 (Mar 7) – 5 species 

Focal Species 
Feel free to do your accounts on the species below, or to select your own, as long as they are found in Vermont.  
 

Focal tree species:  
Sugar Maple   Red Pine    Eastern white Pine  Striped Maple 
American Beech   Black Cherry   Eastern Hemlock   Silver Maple 
Yellow Birch   White Ash   Hophornbeam   Boxelder 
American Elm   Paper Birch   White oak   Northern red oak 
Red maple   Basswood   Musclewood   White ash  
Green ash   Black ash   Witch hazel   Balsam fir  
Red spruce   Black spruce   White spruce    
 
Focal bird species:  
Downy woodpecker  Hairy woodpecker  Pileated woodpecker  Scarlet tanager 
Common loon   Hermit thrush   Wood duck   Goldfinch 
Great blue heron   Osprey    Black-capped chickadee  American crow 
White-breasted nuthatch  Common raven   Red-breasted nuthatch  Northern cardinal 
 

 
Focal mammal species:  
Black bear   Eastern bobcat   Moose    Porcupine  
White-tailed deer   Beaver    Otter    Raccoon 
Coyote 

                                                      
1 This list of references may be typed if you prefer.  
2 We get grumpy when people don’t staple.  Be warned: no staple = a reduction in your score.   



Species Account Checklist 
 

Basic formatting requirements:  
 
Name on the top right corner of the first species account                                       _____ 
 

Pages are neatly stapled                                                                                                 _____ 
 

Identical template used for each page                                                                         _____ 
 

Writing and drawings are neat and done by hand (the template                            _____ 
itself may be created on the computer) – color encouraged!  
  

Citing sources: 

Uses and cites at least one source for each species                                                    _____ 
 

Includes APA-style citations in each species account (author and year)                  _____ 
 

Includes alphabetized, properly formatted                                                                  _____ 
APA-style references at the end 
 

Species Account Content – Each Account Should Have… 
 

Common name and scientific name (both genus and species)                               _____ 
 

Hand-drawn illustration of key identifying features                                                  _____ 
 
*For trees, include leaves and bud or twigs, and fruit, cones, or bark if they are helpful ID traits 
*For other plants, include sketch of plant that shows leaves, flowers, fruit 
*For mammals, include tracks and scat; sketch of animal is optional  
*For birds, include sketch of animal; include different both sexes if  they look very different 
*For fish, reptiles, or amphibians, include sketch of the animal 
 
Description of species (size, key identifying features)                              _____ 
        
Habitat where this species is found                                                                             _____ 
 

Life history (reproduction strategies, life span, and (for mammals,                       _____ 
reptiles, amphibians, and birds) food preferences) 
 

Fun facts (optional)                                                                                                         _____ 
   

 
 
Potential starting points for your research:  
 
For plants and trees:  http://plants.usda.gov/java/   
 
For trees:  https://www1.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/publications/handbooks_guides/forest_trees/individual_spp_index.html  
 
For amphibians and reptiles:  https://www.vtherpatlas.org/  
 
For birds: https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/search/ 
 
For fish:  https://vtfishandwildlife.com/fish/fishing-opportunities/sportfish-of-vermont  
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